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How much do you already know?

McKinney Vento Quiz

https://quizlet.com/719932009/flashcards?funnelUUID=de90dde0-fc6b-4552-8643-51514b23465e
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Overview of Who, Why, and How we support

• Review McKinney-Vento definitions

• Identifying KIT students

• Supports and resources

Updates & Announcements

• Family Resource Centers- Impacts and updates

• Collaboration & partnership updates

Where to find more information

• KIT Staff toolkit

• Other great resources, training, and PD opportunities

McKinney-Vento and 
Foster Education Support

Amy Perusse

EPS KIT Coordinator

McKinney-Vento Liaison

Abby Mayers

Foster Liaison/Family and Community 
Engagement Coordinator

Lyn Lauzon & Conchita Chinchilla

Family Resource Center Coordinators

Diane Indivero

KIT Admin Assistant
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Abby’s Schools Amy’s Schools
McKinney-
Vento and 

Foster 
Education 
Support

• Cedar Wood 
• Emerson
• Garfield
• Hawthorne
• Jackson Elementary
• Jefferson
• Lowell

• Forest View
• Mill Creek
• Monroe
• Penny Creek
• Port Gardner
• Tambark Creek
• Woodside
• EisenhowerAll foster youth!
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KIT Overview

UHY
182

KIT Total
so far for 24-25

1046

M-V & Foster 
(Dual support)

Total

4

M-V Total
1002

Foster
Only Total

40
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Kids in Transition

1,046 Identified and supported so far
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A more inclusive definition 
of “homeless” 

Children & Youth who lack a fixed, regular, 
and adequate nighttime residence

McKinney-Vento Eligibility

Eligible situations are coded at the time of identification,
most are moving around so could be different from night to night.

• Students move between these situations 
during the school year

• Lack of shelter in most communities; 
fear of shelter

• Lack of motels/hotels in most 
communities; inability to pay

• Children and youth “staying with others 
temporarily” are extremely vulnerable to 
predation/harm but more difficult to 
identify
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Youth may runaway due to abuse or 
neglect. 

Parents force youth out of the home due to 
conflicts many times related to sexual 
orientation, gender identity, and 
pregnancy.

“A child or youth without a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence 

and not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian.”

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY)

Can be any age…
Many due to unexpected parental death, incarceration, or conflicts in the home.
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Cause of Homelessness

Homelessness is complex, with inter-related factors.

For Families with 
Children:
• Lack of safe, stable, affordable 

housing
• Eviction
• Unemployment/low wages
• Domestic violence
• Housing discrimination
• Health issues (including mental 

health and addiction disorders)
• Natural disasters

For Youth on Their 
Own:
• Abuse or neglect
• Death of a parent or caregiver
• Incarceration of parent or 

caregiver
• Parental abandonment
• Parents/caregivers may force 

youth out of the home due to 
conflicts about pregnancy, or 
sexual orientation/identity
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Identification

Challenges
• Misunderstanding the 

definition of homelessness
• Fear of self-identifying
• Moving around and 

changing schools
• Children under five are 

particularly invisible
• Liaisons cannot do it alone!

Strategies
• Avoid using the word “homeless;” consider instead asking about the 

relative permanence or stability of the living situation.
• Be aware of possible signs of homelessness and how to refer students to 

the liaison.
• Embed questions and information about homelessness in all school 

enrollment documents and outreach efforts.
• Review this checklist to ensure that online enrollment systems do not 

create barriers for families or youth experiencing homelessness.
• Post flyers in schools, on websites and social media, and in the 

community.
• Stay in touch with identified students and families on a regular schedule 

(use weekly “check-in” forms; provide pre-paid cell phones).
• Ask about younger siblings.
• Provide information about McKinney-Vento rights and services to 

community-based organizations who serve students who are at higher risk 
of homelessness (organizations serving immigrant families, Native 
families, LGTBQ+ youth, families and youth of color, and pregnant and 
parenting youth).

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pjmOe9b5Ry4Efdf6tzM6xzpp-mzbCQkGqou-OSxc1js/edit?usp=sharing
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/article/editable-know-your-rights-flyers


EVERETT PUBLIC SCHOOLS   |   October 2024 11

*Child Welfare Agency has PLACEMENT, CARE, & AUTHORITY

May also include: Tribal Foster Care & Federal Foster Care

Foster Care Eligibility
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Foster Care: Facts and Best Interest Determination Meetings
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Foster Care: Best Interest Determinations

• Educational Advocacy
• Graduation Success
• Treehouse Store
• Just-in-time Funding
• Driver’s Assistance
• Holiday Magic

Anyone can make a referral! 

Abby is happy to help!
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Foster Care vs. McKinney-Vento

OSPI Foster Care Resources and Toolkit

New! Tons of information, training 
and resources

https://ospi.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care/foster-care-resources-and-training
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Keeping Families Together Act

The biggest difference under the 
new law is that children who 
remain in their home (under 
Shelter Care) will NOT be 
considered foster in most cases.
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McKinney-Vento
Children & Youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence

Unaccompanied Homeless Youth (UHY)
Meet the McKinney-Vento definition and are not in the physical custody of a 
parent/guardian.

Foster Care
Substitute care away from home/parent and Child Welfare Agency has Placement, 
care, & authority

Kids in Transition

Review of Eligibility Definitions
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Kids in Transition Disproportionality
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Kids in Transition Disproportionality
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Kids in Transition

Why Educational Support?
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High mobility experienced by KIT students 

creates educational barriers
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High mobility experienced by KIT students 

creates educational barriers

• Educational disruption due to changing schools 

often multiple times

• High rates of absenteeism and dropping out

• Undiagnosed learning or special education needs

• Inability to focus on studies due to:
• The trauma of losing their home, belongings, 

routines

• Lacking basic needs: food, clothing, health care

• Feeling embarrassment and shame
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Shared between the district where the 
child is temporarily staying and where 
they are enrolled.

Transportation

In one school year EPS provided KIT transportation for over 1500 students (includes 

those enrolled in our district and those living in our district but attending in others). 

We shared routes with 29 different districts and 150 different schools!
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Things to know about when requesting transportation:

• The magic doesn’t happen overnight! This can sometimes 
take a couple of weeks.

• Typically, the district where the student is enrolled arranges 
the “from” school; the other districts handle the “to” 
school.  The information from the other school is not 
available for any staff to see in eschools.

• When submitting a request, it helps to know if there are any 
special accommodations or siblings, even at other schools!

• Send all requests to the KIT office, not to transportation
(see KIT staff toolkit for more guidance)

Transportation
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How can you help KIT students and families?

• Know who your KIT students are.

• Check in regularly with them to build a relationship and trust.

• Help families learn to communicate with the schools. Is their information 
correct in eschools?  Do they have needs we can help with?

• Explain transportation processes and eligibility.

• Help explain the boundary maps for schools and districts.

• Guide the enrollment processes and have a conversation with parents 
around the child’s best interest of school placement, or to explain the 
process for applying for a school transfer (aka variance).

• Explore Early Learning options if you find there are younger siblings.
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How can you help KIT students and families?

• Help determine options for childcare or other activities before and after 
school that fit with the school location.

• Explain the importance of attendance and the rules around truancy laws. 

• Assist with planning routines as families become more stable. 

• Bedtime and morning routines encourage students’ readiness to learn.

• Create a transition plan with the family in anticipation of ending KIT 
eligibility.

• Identify and communicate with the appropriate staff in your building to 
assist with supporting the student.

• Invite Social Workers to IEP meetings, attendance meetings, events.
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How long does KIT support last?

• Once a student is stably housed (or no longer in 
foster care), they are eligible for support through the 
end of that school year and includes summer school 
if needed.

• Students may enroll in their resident area school at 
any time. We encourage transferring at a “natural 
transition time” like over spring, winter, or summer 
break.

• At registration in the new school, a parent should 
alert the new school if they are now stable but 
would like to finish the school year with support (this 
can be noted on the student housing form).
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Kids in Transition

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Is there a time limit on how long a youth can be considered homeless?  

Are families who move in with relatives or friends covered? Yes, if they share the housing 
due to loss of housing, economic hardship or similar reason. If sharing due to cultural 
preferences or convenience, may not qualify depending on space, etc.

What is a district's responsibility for advising families about their rights if they do not 
consider themselves as homeless?  Schools must ensure families are aware of the act and 
what it provides.  Schools must disseminate public notice. Once a school has sensitively 
and discreetly explained the right, families may then choose not to take advantage of 
McKinney-Vento services at their discretion

How "immediate" is immediate enrollment?  "Without delay", which generally means the 
same or following day
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Any changes to contacts or housing?
Report to the KIT office using a student housing questionnaire

Attendance challenges?
Notify the KIT office if they will need transportation, absences/tardies directly related to 
the housing situation or during times of awaiting district transportation should be 
excused.

Field trips, Fees & Fines, talk with your OM at Elementary or ASB Secretary at 
secondary. Make sure they know who is KIT and how to support.

Other Needs- Ask your district KIT rep, read your Monday Messages, check KIT Staff 
Toolkit.

When contacting the KIT office, use the KIT office email (kitoffice@everettsd.org) 

Kids in Transition

Review of Fall Check ins

mailto:kitoffice@everettsd.org
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Winter resources/Holiday Help

• Resource Guide is coming soon!
• Will include cold weather shelter info, PUD/utilities, food & holiday help
• Christmas House is a good resource, and we are working to set up 

options for staff pick-ups for those who are interested.
• High School UHY Winter Break send-off backpacks
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Prompts: You've marked that you are living with others. Can you tell me more about 
this?  Is there enough space for everyone?  How stable does this feel? How did you 
come to be in this situation (did you lose your home)?  

Questions: Are you all on the lease?  Is there a timeframe in which you can stay 
where you are?  Have you contacted 2-1-1?

Reflections: I know it can be challenging to talk about this, it sounds like you might be 
eligible for extra support for school stability.

Acknowledge: I'm so excited for you, now that you have a stable place. You have had 
quite the journey. Let's think about next steps for school together.

The hard truth: I'm sorry that we are unable to transport to a daycare out of district. 
How can we support you in finding an alternative?  Have you considered whether it's 
best for your child to transfer now to the new district?

Kids in Transition

How to open the conversations
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Family Resource Center- by referral only

Go to the KIT staff toolkit (log in as staff to access this)

Family Resource Center Referral
BPP's can use for requesting basic needs items 
from the FRC or to schedule an appointment for 
a student or family in need of more coordination 
of services and support than can be covered at 
the building level.

Students/families referred must either be already 
identified as KIT or at imminent risk of losing 
their housing and have other facets of 
coordination needed after you have exhausted all 
other resources.

https://www.everettsd.org/Page/30465
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=8I4VpoVPDUulmZJQl_d7PanmtKHxwylFjHSPS292w09UMUxHQU5aQVg0MDlLWDZNVzA4TjkxWDI3Mi4u
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The FRC Referral can also be used by BPP's to request "Granted Wishes". The 

FRC will determine the best way to meet the need. Funds could come from the 

KIT office, if eligible, FRC funds, WA Kids in Transition or other resources.

Some examples of a requested Granted Wish (maximum of $500):

• Rental assistance to prevent homelessness-often pooled with other sources

• Move-in costs to get out of homelessness

• Other items: such as utility assistance, undergarments, haircuts, athletic equipment, car 

repair, sleeping bags, or air mattresses.

• Short term temporary hotel stays (limited circumstances)

(Please note the old Granted Wishes Request form is no longer active.)

Family Resource Center 
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Family Resource Center updates/stats

• Madrona Square subsidized apartments 
are FULL.
o New openings will be few and far 

between
o There is NOT a waitlist for future 

openings.
• FRC South will be staffed full time 

starting Monday by Conchita Chinchilla!
• FRC North  Region 1 Families
• FRC South  Region 2 Families

(of course some may cross over)

In the 23-24 school year, the FRC:
• Served 186 families and 403 children
• Met w/families 493 times in person or by 

phone to meet a specific need(s)
• Provided over 1,500 pounds of food to 

families and schools
• Made 271 housing connections for 

families
• Provided $8,200 in GC's for gas, food, etc.
• Distributed Thanksgiving baskets/GC's 

through district social workers
• Organized distribution of 140 hoodies and 

UHY backpacks (with KIT office/CT)  to the 
high schools
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KIT Office:
Amy Perusse, KIT Coordinator x4235
Abby Mayers, Foster/Family and Community Engagement Coordinator x4138
Diane Indivero, KIT Admin Assistant x4086

Family Resource Center- by referral only
Lyn Lauzon, Family Resource Coordinator x4654
Conchita Chinchilla, Family Resource Coordinator xTBD

Support Staff:

Chris Fulford, Director Categorical Programs x4030

Staff in Transition

Review of KIT Team
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More information

Request individualized assistance from the KIT team

Check out the KIT Staff toolkit www.everettsd.org/KIT
login as staff and unlock the goodies in the staff toolkit!

OSPI Has a ton of resources and trainings:
McKinney-Vento

 Foster Care

Schoolhouse Connection  is a national non-profit organization working to 
overcome homelessness through education. We provide strategic advocacy 
and practical assistance in partnership with early childhood programs, 
schools, institutions of higher education, service providers, families, and 
youth.

http://www.everettsd.org/KIT
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/homeless-education
https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/access-opportunity-education/foster-care
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/
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Housing Form: make sure you are using the most recent version!

As much info as you know/can share helps us make the best determination of 
qualification.

Where to find the most recent housing forms: Kit Staff Toolkit

https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-
92066/HousingQuestionnaireENGLISH.pdf

Housing Form

https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-92066/HousingQuestionnaireENGLISH.pdf
https://docushare.everett.k12.wa.us/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-92066/HousingQuestionnaireENGLISH.pdf
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THANK 
YOU!
For being part of our KIT Team
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